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Pay raises, hiring invigorate CPS 
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


Conyers to leave 


House panel amid 
harassment probe 


Michigan Democrat 
who paid off ex-staffer 
rejects calls to resign. 


By Paul Kane 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Rep. John 
Conyers, D-Mich., the longest- 
serving member of Congress, 
stepped aside as the top Demo- 
crat on the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee amid growing internal 
pressure as an ethics investiga- 
tion begins into sexual harass- 
ment allegations. 

Conyers, 88, said he would not 
resign from Congress and instead 
would fight the allegations in the 
hope of reclaiming his spot atop 
the committee overseeing fed- 
eral laws and other legal issues. 
“I very much look forward to 


Rep. John 


top Democrat 
onthe House 
Judiciary 
Committee. 


vindicating myself and my fam- 
ily before the House Committee 
on Ethics,” he wrote Sunday ina 
letter to House Minority Leader 


Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. 


Conyers settled a sexual harass- 
ment allegation brought by a for- 
mer staffer, leaving her on the pay- 
roll as a temporary employee and 
paying out just under $30,000. 

Pelosi issued a statement imme- 
diately after Conyers’ announce- 
ment: “I particularly take any 
accusation of sexual harassment 


Conyers continued on A7 


5 THINGS TO KNOW CYBER MONDAY 


Preparation can be key to 
successful Cyber Monday 


By Gary Dinges 
gdinges@statesman.com 


Don’t expect much work to get 
done at the office today. 

Your co-workers — and, let’s 
be honest here, probably you — 
will no doubt be surfing the web 
in search of Cyber Monday shop- 
ping deals. 

Cyber Monday is when a vari- 
ety of retailers trot out some of 
the season’s best online bargains. 

While there was more of a 
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News about the local tech scene 
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the American-Statesman’s site 
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Initiatives slow bleeding of staff, but fixing agency’s 
litany of problems will take more, advocates say. 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


More caseworkers are staying 
on the job and workloads have 
plummeted almost a year after 
state officials provided $12,000 
pay raises to employees in the 
Texas child welfare system, which 
had been plagued by child deaths 
and delays in visiting children in 


reported abusive homes. 

After the raises went into effect 
inJanuary, the percentage of staff 
leaving Texas Child Protective 
Services dropped by 5 percent- 
age points to 20.7 percent in the 
first three months, according to 
data from the Texas Department 
of Family and Protective Ser- 
vices, which oversees the state’s 
child welfare agency. Currently, 


NORTHEAST AUSTIN DEVELOPMENT 


the turnover rate is 18.4 percent, 
the lowest in at least a decade. 

The average number of vacan- 
cies has also decreased, and the 
number of cases per caseworker 
is more aligned with national 
standards, which is translating 
into better services for vulnera- 
ble children, according to advo- 
cates. 

The pay boost was followed 
by a raft of reforms passed by 
the Legislature in May that over- 
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Plans show visions of a mixed-use, mixed-income development sprinkled with single-family homes, park 
space, a medical clinic and a rail station rising on this land, about 208 acres in Northeast Austin owned by 
the city. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


New plans could help 
Colony Park rebound 


Area suffered with base 
closure, but mixed-use 
community is in works. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


When Barbara Scott first moved 
to Colony Park 43 years ago, it 
was a working-class neighbor- 
hood full of active-duty troops 
and veterans. 

But everything changed when 
Bergstrom Air Force Base closed 
in 1993. Many of the residents of 
the far East Austin neighborhood 
near Walter E. Long Lake who 
were in the military found them- 
selves forced to sell their homes, 


Scott said. In their place, many 
houses became rental proper- 
ties that she said are owned by 
absentee landlords who have let 
many of the homes become di- 
lapidated. 

But Scott is pinning her hopes 
for a neighborhood turnaround 
on the development of about 
208 acres owned by the city of 
Austin. Plans show visions of a 
mixed-used, mixed-income de- 
velopment sprinkled with single- 
family homes, park space, a med- 
ical clinic and a rail station. 

“We are hoping that this devel- 
opment could pull our neighbor- 
hood together,” said Scott, who 
is president of the Colony Park 
Neighborhood Association. 


This month, the city put out a 
call to developers to submit qual- 
ifications for developing the land 
that lies off of Loyola Lane, about 
midway between U.S. 183 and 
the Texas 130 toll road. A mas- 
ter plan for that stretch of land 
shows a development that would 
unite the old Colony Park neigh- 
borhood on the west with the 
neighborhood known as Lake- 
side on the east. 

The city has already cut out 
50 acres of the original tract for 
a regional park. Another part of 
the land was used for the Turn- 
er-Roberts Recreation Center 
and Overton Elementary School. 


Colony Park continued on A12 
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WORLD & NATION, A2 
Volcano erupts in Bali, 
covering airportinash 


Mount Agung came to life four 
times over the weekend, sending 
residue into villages and resorts. 
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